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June 17-21, 2013
Please fill out the following information!!!

Name: 							

Church Name: 						
Small Group Leader’s Name: 
								
Where Your Small Group Meets:
								


Typical Schedule

7:30am		Wake Up
8:00am		Breakfast
9:00am		Morning Worksite
12:00pm		Lunch / Devotion Time
1:00pm		Afternoon Worksite
4:00pm		Shower / Free Time
6:00pm		Supper
7:00pm		Small Group
8:00pm		Evening Worship
9:30pm		Youth Group Family Time
10:00pm		Snack / Get ready for BED!
11:00pm		LIGHTS OUT!!!!!!


Mission Statement: 
Erasing The Lines exists to exalt Christ and bring glory to God through acts of service.

 
Why here? 
· Because the need is great. 
Matthew 9:37
 
Why now? 
· Because Jesus is coming soon.  
Revelation 22:12
Why us?
· Because we have been called.
Isaiah 6:8


Goals for ETL:

For each student to grow:
Give youth the opportunity to define, hear, and respond to the gospel.
To help youth understand serving others in Jesus’ name.
To be stretched beyond his/her comfort zone.
To understand those who are believers of Jesus are in one body.
For each student to hide God’s word in his/her heart.
To challenge youth to stand for Jesus regardless of who else is or isn’t.
For each student to worship:
For each student to worship wholeheartedly 24/7.
For students to seek the face of God.
For each student to serve:
For each student to participate fully.
For each student to understand why we serve others.
For each student to learn about and pray for other group members and invest themselves in others.
To challenge youth to make a difference by living their lives through acknowledging God’s presence and allowing Him to direct them in every area of life as they walk humbly with Him.

Goals for each leader:
To reflect Christ.
Be patient.
To participate fully.
To provide a safe environment for working as well as for sharing within the group.
To equip the students to serve and give them the opportunity to do so.
To call their group to “Follow me as I follow Christ”.
 






Before you begin…
Today, you met your group members for the first time. Perhaps you already knew a few of them, but chances are you don’t know all of them. But now you are working together to form a team to work on different projects throughout the week of ETL. For some groups, it may be easy; others may have to work a little harder at building that teamwork mentality. Each one of you brings something different to the group. You each have different personalities, talents, strengths and weaknesses. But you have all come together this week for one common purpose, Erasing The Lines 2013.
So what does it mean to be a team? What does it mean to work together? What does it mean to be one? To answer that question why don’t we start with what Jesus has to say about being one? In fact, Jesus thought it was so important that right before He died on the cross, He prayed that not only His disciples would be one, but that we would be one. That’s right, all the way back then, Jesus was praying for you and me. Pretty cool thought huh? Why would he choose to pray for us to be one? Let’s look at John 17:20-23 printed below and see what we discover:
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” John 17:20-23 ESV
Ok, did you see it? Jesus prayed that we would one just as He and the Father are one. Just as, the same as; Jesus wants us to have the same unity and tightness of relationship with each other that He and God the Father have. How tight is that? VERY TIGHT! In fact, so tight, that Jesus said this in John 5:19, 
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 
Pretty tight huh? That is the relationship that Jesus prays we will have with each other and with Him. Why would He pray such a thing? Doesn’t that seem a bit odd? Look at verse 21 & 23. Do you see why He prays that? That’s right, so that the world will believe that God sent Jesus. 
Why is that so important? Because Jesus came to die for our sins and to give us life! That my friend, is good news, and news we want others to know about. So how are they going to be able to know? That’s right, if they see us living as one, living in unity with each other.
This week, during ETL, our theme is ONE. Each day as you attempt to live it out in your group, we will explore what God says about Unity and Oneness throughout Scripture. My prayer is that we will be One as God the Father and Jesus the Son and The Holy Spirit are one!

In His Grip,
Cindy Nicholson




Tuesday June 17, 2013 – One Foundation
How are you doing at becoming One with your group so far? On a scale of 1-10 with 1 easy and 10 extremely difficult, where are you on that scale? Wherever you are I urge to continue to strive to become as Jesus said, “perfectly one”. Why? Because Jesus thinks it was important enough to pray that right before He died. Let’s read John 17:20-23 again:
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” John 17:20-23 ESV
Jesus wants us to be one as Jesus and God are one. He wants us to know that God loves us just as God loves Jesus. He wants us to know our unity is a witness to the world that God sent Jesus. God sent Jesus because we need a Savior, someone to save us from our sins (the wrong stuff we do), free us from that and give us abundant life!
Now we know why it is important, how in the world are we supposed to do it? I mean really Ms. Cindy, have you met some of the people on my team? Have you met some of the people in the church I attend? They are no different than the people in other churches and other groups here at ETL. At times we are all difficult to get along with, yes, even you and me. It’s true, unity is difficult and it really can’t be accomplished without the help of the Holy Spirit. Notice in verse 21 above that Jesus says, “…As you Father are in Me, and I in You, may they also be in Us. We can’t do this apart from God and Jesus. We need Him working in us to live in unity.
Jesus in us is the first step, but then what? Let’s take a look at what Paul has to say the church in Corinth about being one.
 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

Wow, Paul has a lot to say about that to the church huh? No one ever accused Paul of not speaking his mind. List some things below that you learn about the church in Corinth. What does Paul say about them?

Yes, he says there is jealousy and strife among you. You are all worldly, you are boasting in who your teacher is instead of boasting in Christ! In verse 9 who does Paul say that he and Apollos are? 

What does he call us?

Have you ever thought of yourself as God’s building? That is a strange metaphor, or is it? What do you know about buildings?

What is the one thing every building needs to ensure it is sound?

That’s right, a solid foundation! Paul says in verse 10, that he laid a foundation as a skilled master builder and we have to be careful how we build on it. Who does he say is the Foundation?

That’s right, Jesus Christ! Is there another foundation that anyone else can lay? NO! Read Ephesians 2:19-22 below:
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
When Paul speaks of strangers and aliens, he is referring to the Gentiles, those who are not Jews. If you will remember in the Old Testament God chose the Jews to be his people. The plan was that they would be witnesses to all the other nations of God’s goodness and love. However, the Jews had a hard time following God’s commandments therefore there were times they were not very good witnesses. God’s plan all along included all people. That is what Jesus showed us on the cross. The only way for any of us to be reconciled to God is through the cross of Jesus. 
Paul is talking to both Jews and Gentiles here; therefore he is talking to you and me too. If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior and received Him as your master, you are all fellow citizens, members of the household of God. That means we are all family! Each of us come with different backgrounds, race, ethnicity, experiences, etc but once we come together through the cross of Jesus, we are all family. Jesus is the cornerstone. If you pull him out, the building crumbles and we are left with rubble!
Can I just stop here and ask you, what have you been building your life on? Someone? A dream? A talent? Your strength? Think about that for a moment and ask God to show you?

Jesus says in Matthew 7:24-27
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
If we are building our lives on anything other than the one Foundation, Jesus Christ Himself, it will crash down all around you. And most likely it will be painful. Will you ask God to show you how to restructure your life on Jesus? Ask Him to remove all the other stuff and be your foundation. Jesus Christ is the one that holds all of creation together. It is my prayer that you will build your life on the Foundation of Jesus Christ!

Tuesday Small Group Time

What does it mean to say that Jesus is the one Foundation that we should build on our lives on?




What are some things people try to build their lives on?




Spend some time praying for each other. Pray that you will each build your lives on the One Foundation of Jesus Christ.

Things I want to Remember
Tuesday June 17, 2013

Wednesday June 18, 2013 – One Body

How is your group doing with unity? On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being complete unity and 10 being complete disunity how would you rate your group?

Why did you give it the rating that you did?

What do you think could help to improve the sense of oneness in your group?

How are you personally helping or hindering in that effort?

Yesterday, we discovered that in order to be one, we must first begin with the foundation and that foundation is Jesus Christ. If we build on any other foundation, it is going to come crashing down around us. 
Unity however, does not mean uniformity. Jesus isn’t asking us to wear the same hairstyle or fashion. God created us in His image, but we all look different on the outside.  
So what does it look like to live as One with other believers? Paul compares it to the human body. The body is one, but it has many members, each with different responsibilities and functions. Read what he wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 below:
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

Write down below everything Paul says about the body:



Does that help you get a clearer picture of oneness? The foot can’t tell the hand it has no need of it, who is going to scratch the foot when it itches? If the whole body was an eye, (now imagine what that would look like, a giant eyeball) then we could see everything but hear nothing. 
God arranged the parts of our body, they all have meaning and purpose and work well together. God has also arranged the parts of the “body”, those who believe in Jesus and are following Him. Each of us has purpose and meaning and when we are functioning properly it works well. 
Think of a baseball team. Each team has different positions and many different players. But it is one team, a team that consists of pitchers, catchers, batters, infielders and outfielders. There are coaches, managers, batboys, and etc. You can be a baseball player on a team and never pitch to a batter, but you are still on the team. Perhaps you play Shortstop very well, others are home run hitters and play the DH. You all have different roles, but you are all on one team, with one purpose! 
The same is true with the body of Christ. God has given each of us different gifts and talents. Our personalities are different. We have different strengths and weaknesses. Yet we serve one God, we stand on the one foundation of Jesus Christ and when we are all functioning properly it works well.
How about you? How do you think God has gifted you? What do you well? What are you passionate about? Pray now and ask God to show you.


Do you see it? If yes, then ask God how He wants to use you in the body of Christ. If you didn’t see it, ask someone to help you. Ask your small group leader, your youth leader or a trusted friend what they think your gifts and talents are. God has gifted each of us and we all have purpose and meaning within the body of Christ. Ask God to use you and I promise He will!
God composed the body so that there will be divisions or strife but equal concern for each other. If one part of the body is hurting, every part hurts with it. If one part is being honored, all are being honored. Have you ever had a toothache? I mean really, how can one little part of the body cause so much pain for the entire body? That is what it feels like when our brothers and sisters struggle, we hurt for them because as followers of Christ, we belong to the family of God!


Look at Philippians 1:27
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel…
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul asks to stand firm in One Spirit, with One mind striving side by side for the gospel. The picture that immediately comes to my mind is the sport of rowing. In each boat there are 5-7 people, rowing in unison as if one person to move the boat across the finish line first. That is how God wants us to work together. Striving side by side as one body, firm in One Spirit, with one mind, standing on the One foundation of Jesus Christ!
Take a few moments now and pray that God will show you personally your role and how you can help others in the body to achieve Oneness.

Wednesday Small Group Time


Would you say that our group worked together as One today? Why or Why not?




If you were all a different part of the human body, what part would you be and why?




How would you say that God has gifted you within the Body of Christ?



Spend some time encouraging one another by stating what you have learned about each other as you have served together this week.

Things I want to Remember
Wednesday June 19, 2013

Thursday June 20, 2013 – One Mind
Ok, we are building on the One foundation, Jesus Christ. We are all One body with many members. Now what? Every body needs a head, right? That head is Jesus Christ. Paul tells us to have the mind of Christ! Look at Philippians 2:1-11 below:
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
What does Paul asks us to do if we are united with Christ? 

That’s right, in verse 2 he tells us to have the same mind, same love and being of one accord to have the same mind. Twice in the same verse he tells us to have the same mind, I would think that would be important then huh?
Look at verse 3, how does he want us to treat each other?  List it below:


Do you think that is easy? Why or why not?


It is not easy unless we have the mind of Christ. So what does that mean? Paul tells us in verse 5-8. In verse 5 he says “have this same mind among yourselves which is in Christ Jesus”. Then in verses 6-8 he describes what that looks like. List those characteristics below:


Isn’t it amazing that God’s Son, Jesus, who Himself is God, came to this earth as a human. He started in his mother’s womb just like you and me. The God who created all things, became like his creature in order to show us how to live and treat one another. This Jesus who in John 17 we learn is perfectly one with the Father, “didn’t consider equality a thing to be grasped”. He didn’t stay in the beautiful confines of Heaven. Instead He left all of that, humbled Himself and became obedient to the Father. Obedient even when God asked Him to die on a cross in order that I might be saved. Saved from what you ask? Saved from my own selfish ways, the wrongs I have committed, the hurt I have caused others. The God of the universe was obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross so that I could have life. 
Paul asks us to have that same mind, that same attitude. On our own, we can’t do it. But with the help of the Holy Spirit and the members of the Body, we can. 
Will you take a few moments now and thank God for Jesus and that He died on the cross for you? Jesus is the only way of Salvation. And Salvation is so much more than a ticket into heaven. God has called us to be one body, built on one Foundation, following the same spirit with the same attitude as Jesus Christ. God sent Jesus to die for your sins and mine so we can have a relationship with Him. That is why Jesus prays in John 17 that we will be one as He and the Father are one. Read that passage again:
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
He wants us to be with Him and He wants us to know that God loves us as much as He loves Jesus. WOW! That still blows me away! Do you know that God loves you as much as He loves Jesus? Let that soak in for a minute. God the Father loves you. He wants a relationship with you! How cool is that?
Do you have a relationship with God? Have you received the Salvation He offers because of his death on the cross and the fact that he rose again to give us life? Jesus said in John 10:10, I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly. Not only can you have all your sins forgiven and become a new creation, you can have abundant life. 
If you haven’t entered into that relationship please talk to someone about it. Talk to your small group leader, youth leader, one of the organizers here or other adults. Find me, Call me! I would love to talk to you about it what that looks like and how you can enter into that relationship.
If you already have that relationship, will you take a few minutes to thank God for it? Will you ask Him to help you live so that others know God sent Jesus? Will you ask Him to help you have the mind of Christ, be humble in spirit, gentle, doing nothing out of rivalry and conceit, looking out for the interest of others, not just yourself? 
That is what being ONE is all about! Oh, God may we be One as You and Jesus are One!

Thursday Small Group Time


How would you describe the attitude of Jesus in Philippians 2:1-11?



How does Paul tells us to treat each other? How are you doing with that this week in your group?


After reading this about Jesus in Philippians, do you see and understand what Jesus did for each of us? Explain.



Would you describe yourself as a Christian, a follower of Jesus? Why or Why not?


Would you say that you are in a relationship with God/Jesus? Explain.


If not, what is keeping you from entering into a relationship with Jesus?

Things I want to remember
Thursday June 20, 2013

Friday June 21, 2013 – One Call
ETL is coming to a close this year. This is the last day. How would you rate your group on a scale of 1-10 with 1 being complete unity and 10 being no unity? 

How have you grown this week in your group? Write your answer out below.


Read John 17:20-24 again:
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
Why does Jesus ask that we be one? Why does He consider it important enough to pray that right before He died on the Cross? Read that passage again and write your answer below:


That’s right, so that the world may know that God sent Jesus. If we will live as One, others will know that God sent Jesus and we will have the opportunity to tell others about His love and about how much He wants to be in a relationship with them too. 
It is very important how we live our lives; otherwise people will never believe us when we tell them how great Jesus is. Look at what Paul said in Ephesians 4:1-6:
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

How does Paul urge us to walk?
What are some words he uses to describe what that looks like?


List the “ones” Paul lists in this passage:

Paul says we are to walk in a manner worthy of our calling. Why does he say that? So the world may know that we are one body, following One God. Our calling is to know Him and make Him know! Look at Matthew 28:19-20.
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Jesus commands his disciples to go out into all the nations telling people about Jesus, teaching others what He has taught them. That is the same command to us today. This is our call. We are to know Jesus, and make Him known. Jesus said we do that best when we do it together, when we do it as One.
I hope that you have grown this week in your relationship with God and your understanding of how to live that out when this week is over. As we grow and mature, we are to help others grow and mature. Growing is a continuous process; it never ends in the life of a Christian. As a follower of Jesus, we are to continue to know Jesus through our relationship with Him and others. The more we know Jesus, not about Jesus, the more we want others to know Him and love Him too.
That is why Jesus prayed for us to be one, so that, the world may know that God sent His only Son, Jesus, to pay the penalty for our sins. People are not attracted to us when there is division and strife. When people see us acting as One and know right away that something is different.
If people ask you this summer about ETL and why you do it, I hope your answer doesn’t stop with “It’s fun.” It is fun, but why is it fun? Because a large group of people from different churches, backgrounds, race, etc. come together with a common love for Jesus to answer the call He has given us. All week we have served as One, my prayer is that we continue to live as One. Erasing the lines that separate us and connecting that dots that make us One!
May we be One, as God the Father and His Son Jesus and The Holy Spirit are one, in perfect unity. May we do only what we see the Father doing and seek to live our lives worthy of the calling! That the world may know that Jesus is King!

Friday Small Group Time

Would you say that our group worked as One this week? Why or Why not?


How can each of you continue to live as One after this week is over?


What is one thing you will commit to doing to keep growing in your relationship with God?


How will you continue to live out the One Call that Jesus commanded?
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1 pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, that all of them may be

ONE.

~ Jesus Christ
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